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Congratulations to the Academic Top 1% of the Class of 2019!  Alexa Barstatis, Claire Conroy, Aarthi Kottapalli, Normante 
Grabauskaite, Catherine Droesch and Andrew Demma were recognized at Stagg’s annual Senior Recognition Night held on 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019.
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March
4 Casimir Pulaski Day - No School
5 Parent Teacher Conferences 
 No Student Attendance
5	 Annual	Residency	Verification
7 Athletic Booster Meeting
7 Spring Band Concert
9 National ACT
9 Spring Athlete Parent Meeting
11 Music Booster Meeting
12 Spring Choral Concert
13 St. Baldrick’s Game 
14 Brass Recital
16-17 Music Booster’s Craft Fair
19 Woodwind Recital
20  6th/7th Grade Transition Night
20 Board Meeting
22 Early Release - 1:00 p.m. Dismissal
25 Spring Break Begins

Looking Ahead — April
1 Reconvene School after  
 Spring Break
2 Music Booster Meeting
9 SAT Testing - No Senior Attendance

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Chargers,

Stagg High School and District 230 continue to review traffic safety for our students and families 
arriving and departing the campus. As some of you may have noticed, on certain days, Palos Hills 
Police is unable to obtain traffic control for our parking lot entrance on 111th Street in the morning.  
To ensure consistency, I am happy to report that the District has contracted with Palos Hills Police 
Department to provide two community service officers for traffic support on 111th during both 
arrival and departure times moving forward.  Palos Hills Police are in the process of hiring these 
individuals and we hope to have them in place in the near future.  

Additionally, the District worked with an outside company who specializes in traffic patterns to 
complete a traffic study of the Stagg campus. The study analyzed the traffic patterns and volume of 
traffic attempting to access our campus both in the morning and the afternoon. Due to the volume 
of traffic on our campus the company was limited with recommendations they could make to 
adjust traffic patterns at Stagg; however, we will work to implement some of the ideas provided in 
the near future.  

We also ask that you review the reminders below and do your part to ensure the safety of our 
students arriving and departing our campus.
1. Give yourself enough time to arrive at school!  Our Commons are supervised beginning at  

7:30 a.m. with breakfast items available for purchase. Students can begin to arrive at this time 
for their first hour class. Given the large number of students and parents driving their children  
to school, it should be understood that there will be back-ups if everyone tries to access the 
campus between 7:45 and 7:55 a.m.

2. The school bus is a great option!  Our school buses have an excellent record of on-time arrival!
3. NEVER drop your child off on the side of the road or in intersections. 
4. Students should ALWAYS use crosswalks and NEVER walk in the streets.
5. Students should not be on their cell phones when crossing the street and should always be 

aware of the environment around them.
6. Cell phone use while driving is against the law, this applies while on the school campus.

I would also like to take a moment to share information regarding absenteeism.  The Illinois Board 
of Education now identifies students who are Chronically Absent.  ISBE defines this absenteeism 
as any day a student is not in attendance at least 50% of the school day, whether excused or 
unexcused.  The threshold the State has established is 10% of the school year.  We will be reaching 
out to families to remind them of their child’s current attendance status and also share with families 
if their child’s current attendance is on track to be identified by the State as Chronically Absent.  
Attendance is one of the strongest indicators of student success and we will continue to provide 
supports for families whose children struggle with regular attendance.

As we enter into the final third of the school year, planning for next year is in full swing.  Students 
completed their class registration for the 2019-2020 school year and we are now planning the 
course schedules for next year.

As administration and staff look forward to next year, our students are doing the same.  Juniors 
are focused on the upcoming SAT exam and opportunities to explore colleges, careers and military 
possibilities abound at Stagg. Students should engage in activities that explore their post-secondary 
passions and interests and we encourage students and parents to reach out to their guidance 
counselor if they need any assistance.

Our Guidance Department offers a number of activities for students to begin the planning process.  
Check out the Guidance page of our website for more information. Our school also offers college 
field trips to a number of local colleges and universities. 

Finally, it is not too late for students to get involved in activities at Stagg.  The spring athletic season 
is beginning and sports, such as track, is open to all students.  Students should not hesitate to 
reach out to coaches and sponsors as clubs and organizations are always open to accepting new 
members and participants.

Sincerely,

Eric Olsen 
Principal
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Stagg Students Receive Commitment to Service Award from the Office of 
the Cook County Sheriff

Stagg Business Students Score Big at the Regional DECA Competition

Congratulations	to	Stagg	students	who	received	the	“Commitment	to	Service”	Award	from	the	Office	of	the	Cook	Country	Sheriff.	These	
students were selected for showing an exceptional commitment to serving others and having an outstanding spirit for volunteering. The award 
is given to residents of Cook County, grades 9-12, who provided meaningful volunteer service to their communities. A minimum of 100 hours 
of voluntary (unpaid) community service within one calendar year is required to qualify. 

On Friday, January 25, students from Mr. Duffy and Ms. Kuyper’s Work 
Program classes, along with other club members, participated in the Regional 
DECA competition. DECA is a club that helps prepare students as leaders and 
entrepreneurs for careers in many business areas.

The competition is the culmination of the many DECA activities that the 
students participated in throughout the school year.  At the Regional event, 
the students competed in one of a wide variety of business events ranging 
from Accounting Applications to Marketing Management to Sports and 
Entertainment.  Moraine Valley Community College hosted the event with over 
15 different schools and over 350 students participating.  

This	year,	eleven	students	from	Stagg	finished	in	the	top	four	in	the	individual	
events	and	qualified	for	the	state	competition.		The	state	competition	is	held	
in Rosemont, IL on March 7-9.  If any student places there, they are eligible to 
compete at Nationals, which this year are being held at Walt Disney World in 
Orlando, FL.  We are very proud of all the students who competed this year.  
Good luck at the State Finals in March.

2018-2019 Award Winners Include:

Seniors: Mrad Ahmed, Sham Aldos, Alyssa Barraco, Samantha 
Doherty, Julia Frances Jimenez, Aarthi Kottapalli, Shaheena Papa, 
Anna Szymonik, Karolina Talaga, Jessica Wojciechowski. 

Juniors: Ronya Abulaila, Adnan Dzananovic, Peter Gordan, Samer 
Hussein, Assel Salem, Dana Sallouha. 

Sophomores: Tasneem Hamed, Lawton Lochow, Krista Maloney 
and Erin Moran

Not pictured: Ahmad Abdulqader, Mohammed Abuasab, Nur Al 
Kodmany, Remah Alkjhatib, Ibrahim Horeish, Nicolas Kopanis, 
Mutasem Moussa, Jeffrey Oblazny, Oliwia Rozanski, Pawel Rozanski 

Amos Alonzo Stagg Drama Club
 –  P R E S E N T S  – 

CHICAGO The Musical
April 11 & 12, 7 p.m. 

April 13, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Adults - $9
Students, Children & Senior Citizens - $7
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School Psychologist Corner
Executive functions are cognitive processes that occur in the frontal 
lobe area of the brain that allow us to plan, organize, make 
decisions, pay attention, regulate behavior, solve problems 
and evaluate decisions. This month I will focus on ways 
to regulate our behavior as we focus on a simple 
daily activity: Walking. A basic walking meditation is 
simple. Starts with noticing yourself walking as you 
walk; by making your body sensations the focal point. 
A good start is noticing the sensation of your feet 
on the ground. How does your foot feel when it hits 
the ground? What part of your foot hits the ground 
first?	Last?	How	does	it	feel	when	I	slow	down	my	
walk? Mindful walking promotes focused attention 
and keeps you in the present moment. Practicing 
focused attention exercises brain muscles and 
being in the present moment reduces anxiety and 
stress. 

Frank J. Kowalik  MEd.S, MCT 
Stagg School Psychologist

Graduation Requirements/Credit Recovery

Summer School

AP Testing Online 
Registration

Financial Aid 
Information Students must successfully complete their 

grade	level	identified	academic	credits	to	meet	
District 230 graduation requirements.  Please 
refer to the 2019-20 Course Selection Guide 
for	specific	credit	requirements.		Students	
have received a copy of their graduation 
requirements from their counselors.  Access to 
the Course Selection Guide can be found at 
http://chsd230.eduk8.me/ 

If students fail a required academic class, 
it will be necessary for students to repeat 

the class by re-taking it in summer school.  
Classes are sequential and cannot be 
taken without meeting the prerequisite or 
sequential requirements. Students will not be 
able to move to the next level class without 
successfully completing the prior level. To stay 
on track for graduation, it is imperative for 
students to attend summer school for credit 
recovery.  There are also accelerated level 
classes offered in summer school.

Counselors have registered students for 
first	session	summer	school	courses	(credit	
recovery or advancement) during their 
course selection/registration appointment in 
January.  Counselors will register students for 
second session summer school courses upon 
completion of second semester in May.   
A link to the summer school website can  
be found on the District’s website at  
www.d230.org  Students and parents/
guardians are encouraged to review the 
summer school website for more information 
on academic offerings.

Your student will not be eligible and enrolled in 
the course until payment of $150 is received 
for each applicable session. If payment is 
not received by the drop dates for Session 

1 (March 16) and Session 2 (June 1), your 
student will not be allowed to attend this class.  
Please see the summer school information on 
the district website for class dates and times.  
Enter the link below for instructions regarding 
making an online payment for summer school 
course fees.  https://chsd230.eduk8.me

In addition, most academic courses run at Carl 
Sandburg High School.  If your student needs 
shuttle transportation from Stagg, please enter 
the	link	below	and	fill	out	this	transportation	
form to ensure your student has a space.  
https://goo.gl/2vYTrh

Please note, Driver Education and some 
enrichment courses will run at their home 
school.

Attention parents and students, 
online registration is open for the 
2019 AP Exams. The deadline to 
register is Wednesday, March 6, 
2019, and all fees must be paid 
online by Saturday, March 9, 2019, 
in order for your registration to be 
complete. Registrations that are 
NOT paid in full by Saturday, March 
9, 2019, will be canceled, and your 
exams will NOT be ordered. A link 
to the registration site can be found 
on the Guidance Page of the Stagg 
website.

This is a reminder to college bound 
seniors and any juniors looking to 
graduate	early	to	apply	for	financial	
aid now.  You must complete and 
submit a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, commonly referred 
to as the FAFSA form, to apply for 
federal student aid for college and 
for most state and institutional aid. 
The quickest way to apply is online at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Additionally, we will continue to 
offer FINANCIAL AID FRIDAYS to 
all students and parents seeking 
additional	financial	aid	information.		
Representatives from ISAC (Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission), 
will be available during the lunch 
periods on select Fridays each 
month to speak with students and/or 
parents in our College/Career room.  
ISAC’s goal is to assist in making 
college accessible and affordable for 
all Illinois students.  We encourage 
any students and parents who have 
questions on how they will be able 
to afford college to take advantage 
of these opportunities.  As always, 
additional information regarding 
college	and	financial	aid	can	be	
accessed on the Guidance page of 
the Stagg website.  Any questions 
regarding Financial Aid Fridays can 
be directed to Mr. O’Neill, Stagg 
counselor, at 708-974-7446 or 
mboneill@d230.org.  
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College Planning
Stagg’s Guidance Department will host three separate college panel presentations during March. Dates for the panels are March 6 (4th hour), 
March 13 (5th hour), and March 20 (6th hour). A variety of institutions will be presenting on topics related to college admissions, choosing a major, 
the application process, application essay, scholarships and much more. Freshman, Sophomores and Juniors are invited to attend and must sign 
up using the Google Form sent via Skyward Message Center. Don’t miss this opportunity!
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Stagg Business Department Presents to the Sharks!
On February 7, students in Ms. Kuypers’ Entrepreneurship class made a 
business pitch to the “Sharks” (school Administrators) to request funding/
support of a business idea.  If successful, the funds would allow the 
students	to	sell	their	product	for	two	weeks	during	lunch	hours.	All	profits	
going to a charity of the class’s choosing!  

The class was divided into two groups. Group one presented their idea 
to make and sell popcorn; while the other group presented their idea to 
sell	three	flavors	of	shakes	(strawberry/banana,	chocolate	and	cookies	
‘n cream). Both groups received support/funding from Administrators and 
plan to sell their products from March 11 – 22.

All	profits	made	will	be	donated	to	PAWS	of	Tinley	Park.	The	students’	
goal is to exceed last year’s class total of over $1,400!

Administrators listen to business pitches from  
a group of students in Entrepreneurship.

• Baseball                                                                                  
• Basketball - Boys & Girls
• Cheer Co-Ed (tryouts in April)
• Cross Country - Boys & Girls
• Diving - Boys & Girls            
• Football
• Golf – Boys
• Lacrosse - Boys & Girls
• Poms (tryouts TBA)                                 
• Soccer – Boys & Girls

• Softball
• Track – Boys & Girls
• Volleyball – Boys & Girls
• Wrestling

Below is a list of camps Stagg Athletics will be hosting this summer.   
Please visit our Athletic website, il.8to18.com/stagg and click on the link for  

summer camps – near the top of the page. Registration will open soon.  

http://il.8to18.com/stagg
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Fall Art Festival

Art Department Courses at a Glance

8th Grade Art Day

Senior Art Award 2019

McCord Gallery Hosts Stagg Art Exhibit & 
Reception

Southwest Suburban Conference Art Exhibition 
at Governor’s State University

On Thursday November 29, 2018, the Art 
Department held its annual Fall Art Fest in 
the Performing Arts Center Lobby during 
periods 2-7.  The festival was open to 
students in advisories and study halls during 
the school day. Students had the opportunity 
to view artwork created by their fellow 
students and viewed live demonstrations.

Student work on display was from the 
various art courses taught at Stagg. 
Students in ceramics, sculpture, drawing, 
jewelry, painting and photography gave the 
demonstrations.

The Stagg Art Department offers a variety of semester courses that include:

Art & Design, Black & White Photography, Advanced Black & White Photography, Color Photography (Digital Photography), Ceramics, 
Advanced Ceramics, Digital Media (Computer Art), Advanced Digital Media (Advanced Computer Art), Drawing, Advanced Drawing, 
Illustration, Advertising Art, Jewelry, Painting, Sculpture, and Independent Study.

On January 16, 2019, the Art Department 
held its annual 8th Grade Art Day from 8:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  Students from Conrady 
Junior High School, St. Patricia’s, Palos 
South Middle School, Worth Jr. High, and 
Koraes participated in art workshops that 
consisted of Ceramics, Painting, Jewelry, 
and Photography.  

Approximately 80 students were in 
attendance from the junior high schools. 
Students chose one workshop to participate 
in from 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. After the 
workshops were concluded, students 
enjoyed a pizza luncheon and then  
attended a presentation by The American 
Academy of Art.

Congratulations to Kassidy Frayne for being awarded the Senior Art Award at the Senior 
Academic Recognition Ceremony on February 6, 2019.

The McCord Gallery and Cultural Center in 
Palos Park hosted a student art exhibit that 
was on display from January 7 - February 1. 
On Friday, January 25, the McCord Gallery 
in Palos Park held a reception for Stagg 
art students. The work on display included 
a variety of media: drawing, painting, 

photography, sculpture, ceramics,  
and jewelry from students instructed by  
Mrs. Azhari, Ms. Meek, and Mrs. Urso.  

Ashley Nanoz’s pen and ink haunted house 
drawing will be featured in the McCord 
Gallery calendar for 2019.

Governor’s State University held the annual 
SWSC Art Exhibition from February 7-11. 
Students attended the exhibition on  
February 8 with Ms. Meek.

The following students had work on display 
at the exhibition: Erica Blizek, Julia Bryja, 

Kassidy Frayne, Tara Greene, Sidney Lencki, 
Nicole Lepkowski, Julia Nowobilski, Mia 
Saraz, Olivia Sobczak and Julia Twarog. 

Congratulations to Mia Saraz for winning 
Best of School for her digital photograph  
“Lily Pop”.

2019 
Art Department Events: 

Save the Dates!
Moraine Valley High 

School Art Show 

March 13-19
Opening Reception  
March 15, 5 - 7 p.m.

Moraine Valley Community 
College Fine Arts Building

Stagg Spring  
Art Show

Thursday, April 11,  
5 - 7 p.m.

Performing Arts  
Center Lobby 

Amos Alonzo Stagg  
High School

All art shows are free  
and open to the public. 
Please come out and  
support the Fine Arts!
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Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica Writes to Migrant Children

The Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica (Spanish Honor Society) spent 
their February meeting writing letters of support and kindness, 
entirely in Spanish, to migrant children being held in Arizona and 
Texas.  The student members and co-sponsors, Ann Graham and 
Andrea Pinto, have been reading and hearing a lot in the news 
about these children, and wanted to do something to share kindness 
and to make a human connection with these migrant children.  The 
children	are	fleeing	violence	and	poverty	in	their	home	countries,	
mostly in Central America.  Some of them and/or their family 
members have been threatened, beaten, attacked, or killed by drug 
cartels that have taken over their home towns, and many have 
walked thousands of miles to arrive here.  Many of the children 
came alone, without their parents, and don’t know anyone in their 
detention centers.  One of the detention centers, run by Southwest 
Key Programs, asked for letters and drawings of support for the 
children, because they can feel isolated and forgotten about while 
in the detention centers.  The Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica 
members wrote over 50 letters in Spanish to the children there.

SHH members work on their letters to the migrant children.

A letter written by a SHH member.
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Health Services Department

It’s never too early to start thinking about the 
required school physical, immunizations and 
dental examination for high school.  Call your 
doctor to schedule your appointments early to 
avoid delays in schedule release in August.

Forms are located on the Nurse’s page  
of the Stagg website:   
https://www.d230.org/domain/133

A packet with information and required forms 
were handed out to students at Freshman 

Registration on Saturday, February 2, 2019.  
Forms were mailed home to any student who 
did not attend Freshman registration.  Com-
pleted forms are due in the Health Services 
Office	by	MAY	1,	2019.

It is important to note that your student will 
not be able to receive a schedule, begin the 
school	year	on	the	first	day	of	class	or	partici-
pate in Athletics until a complete physical and 
immunization record is received in the Health 
Services	Office.

All students entering 12th grade in the State of 
Illinois are required to show proof of having re-
ceived two doses of  Meningococcal Conjugate 
vaccine at least 8 weeks apart with the second 
dose given on or after their 16th birthday. 

The following action is needed from you at this 
time:

Submit proof of the following: Your student 
received two doses of the Meningococcal  
Conjugate vaccine at least 8 weeks apart  
and the last dose was given on or after your 
student’s 16th birthday.

Proof of having received the Meningococcal 
Conjugate vaccine is required and must be sent 
to the School Nurse as soon as the vaccine is 
given. We ask that completed forms be turned 
in no later than April 12, 2019.

Forms can also be found on the Nurse’s page 
of the Stagg website or your healthcare provid-
er may use their own form. 

Completed forms can be submitted in ONE of 
the following ways:

Scanned and emailed to staggnurse@d230.org 

OR 

Faxed to the Nurse at 708-737-7717.

It is important to note that your student will 
not be able to receive a schedule, participate 
in athletics, or apply for a parking spot in the 
2019-2020 school year until proof of having 
the vaccine is received in the Health Services 
Office.

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact	the	Nurse’s	Office	at	708-974-7459.

There are times when students are sick 
during the school day and are in contact 
with their parents via cell phone making 
arrangements to go home.  The problem 
arises	when	the	Health	Services	Office	is	
not aware that arrangements are in place 
between the parent and student for them 
to go home.  The school policy states 
“a student who becomes ill during the 
school day should report to the Nurse’s 
Office”.		If	your	student	texts	you	or	calls	
you, please make sure that they report to 
the Nurse immediately.  The Nurse can 
evaluate them and expedite their release 
to you when you arrive.  Our primary 
concern is the health and safety of our 
students here at Stagg High School.  
When a parent arrives at the school and 
the	student	is	not	in	the	Nurse’s	Office	
and the Nurse is not aware that the 
student is ill, this causes a delay in your 
student being released to you.  

Parents, or their designee, need to come 
inside the North (N1) Door 
and show a picture ID to 
the Security Desk.  
At that time, 
students will be 
sent up to the 
North Door from 
the Health Ser-
vices	Office.

Important Reminders

Attention Incoming Freshman Class of 2023

ATTENTION Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2020:

Senior Sponsorships & Orange and Blue Day
The A.A. Stagg High School Athletic Booster Club will award eight (8) $1,250 scholarships to graduating senior athletes. 
The scholarships are in recognition of athletic participation and achievement and will be awarded at Senior Scholarship 
Night on Wednesday May 8, 2019.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Student athlete’s family must be a 2018-2019 Booster Club member and have been an  

Athletic Booster Club member for a minimum of 2 years.
• Cumulative grade point average of 2.75 at the end of 7 semesters 
• Participate in a sport during the student athlete’s senior graduating year
• Must attend college/trade or vocational school during the 2019-2020 academic year

Senior Applicants:  The application along with a letter of recommendation from an A.A. Stagg HS faculty member and 
the	required	essay	must	be	submitted	to	the	Guidance	Office	NO	LATER	than	Friday	April	5,	2019	to	be	considered	for	a	
scholarship.		The	application	is	available	from	the	Guidance	Office,	ask	your	Guidance	Counselor	or	Mr.	Kowalczyk.

Spring Athlete Parent Meeting aka Blue and Orange Day is March 9 at 8 a.m. at Stagg High School.  
This is mandatory for all spring sports.
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Jazz Ensemble in Full Swing!
Winter got you down? The Jazz Ensemble has your cure for the winter blues. They 
performed for professional musicians and clinicians at the New Trier Jazz Festival 
on February 2. They also performed at the POPS Concert with Business Casual on 
Tuesday, February 26. On March 5, they will perform at a luncheon at Stagg, and 
on March 7 they will perform after the Spring Band Concert in the Performing Arts 
Center Lobby. 

Spring Concerts
Come on out to the Spring Band Concert on Thursday, March 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Performing Arts Center. Admission is free. The concert will feature performances from 
the Percussion Ensembles, Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony and 
Jazz Ensemble. You’ll hear works from composers such as: Mackey, Ticheli, Sousa, 
Bizet, Curnow, Gillingham and others. 

Also, don’t miss the Teen Choice Choir Concert on Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Performing Arts Center. There are sure to be some wonderful performances by all 
of our choirs. Admission is free! 

Be sure to come to our recitals in March as well! We have a Brass Recital on 
Thursday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m.,  Woodwind Recital on Tuesday, March 19 at 7:00 
p.m., and a Percussion Recital on Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 p.m. All recitals are free!

What’s Going On In The Music Department

Parking
Junior students who wish to park during their senior 
year should pay close attention to announcements 
about upcoming parking meetings. All Service 
Learning and Senior Vaccination requirements will 
need	to	be	fulfilled	to	park	on	campus	next	year.	
Please refer to the Parent-Student Handbook 
for more information about on campus parking 
requirements.

Deans’ Office

“Chicago” Pit Orchestra
Tryouts for the musical “Chicago” took place 
in February.  Musical dates are April 11 - April 
13. Don’t miss what is sure to be an amazing 
show!

Off Campus Passes
We know that students need to leave campus at 
times for a variety of reasons. For student safety, 
Stagg is a closed campus and students must have 
permission	from	the	Attendance	Office	to	leave.	
Please use the following procedure to obtain an Off 
Campus Pass:

1. Parent/legal guardian: call 708-974-7500 as 
early as possible (even the day before or 
several days before the absence) and give the 
person answering or leave a message with your 
student’s name and ID and the time he/she is 
leaving. 

2. Student: pick up your pass in the morning, 
at lunch, or during a Passing Period before 
you need to leave. To minimize disruption to 
instruction, passes are not delivered to your class 

3. If you visit a medical professional, please 
bring a note back to Stagg from your medical 
professional so that the absence can be changed 
to a medical excuse.

Closed Campus

The	Deans’	Office	monitors	discipline	
data frequently to assist us in decision 
making and determining appropriate 
interventions for students. Each time 
data is examined, we see that student 
tardy violations are our leading cause 
for a discipline referral. In addition to the 
time the student loses in instruction for 
being late to school or to a class, the 

late arrival causes a disruption to the 
instructor and other students. Please 
work with your student to develop 
good punctuality habits. If he or she is 
struggling with on time behavior, please 
work with a member of your Team to 
assist in strategies to prevent him or her 
from being late. 

For the safety of all at Stagg, we are 
a closed campus. Because of this, 
deliveries may only be made by a 
student’s parent in an emergency 
situation to the North Door Security 
Office.	Stagg	High	School	does	not	
permit food deliveries from agencies like 
Uber Eats for students. 

Any visitor wishing to come to campus 
must make an appointment in advance 
and will be added to the Building Visitor 
Calendar.  Students are never to open 
any locked door for anyone at any time 
in order to keep all members of the 
school community safe.

The	State	of	Illinois	defines	chronic	
absenteeism as missing 10% or more 
of school days. For most months, this 
is approximately two days of school 
during that month. Chronic absenteeism 
has well researched negative impacts 
on students’ academic performance. At 
Stagg, we value the time we spend with 
students and know that in order for them 
to be successful and access our rigorous 

curriculum, participate in interventions 
to strengthen their performance, and to 
experience all of the enriching athletics 
and activities we offer, our students must 
be present with us. If your student is 
struggling with attendance, please reach 
out to a member of his or her Team so 
that we can assist you in promoting 
strong attendance habits for him or her. 

Attendance: Every Day and Every Period Matters!

Practice on Time Behavior
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Membership fee is $20 per family per year. 
Sign up online by visiting the District 230 
web store and clicking on Stagg PTO. For 
information or a membership form, visit 
www.StaggPTO.com, email StaggPTO@
gmail.com or visit the Stagg Parent Teacher 
Organization’s Facebook page or website, 
https://www.staggpto.com.

Senior Raffle – March 15 
Senior families are 
invited to participate 
in	the	2019	raffle	 to 
help fund the senior 
celebration at Six Flags 
Great America. Funds 
raised help lower the 
cost of the ticket price for 
students attending. The 
drawing is during lunch 
March 15. 

The top prize is six VIP seats for the 
Graduation Ceremony. Other prizes are a 
pair of tickets for Prom ($220), tuxedo rental 
from Black Tie Formalwear in Orland Park, 
($150), special-occasion style and makeup 

by Salon L in Palos Heights ($100-plus), 
gift	certificate	toward	dress	from	Elegant	
Couture	in	Palos	Heights	($50),	prom	flowers	
by Chalet Florist in Palos Heights ($75) and 
manicure and pedicure or massage from 
Eve’s Apple Therapeutic Day Spa in Palos 
Heights ($60).

Tickets cost $5 for one, $25 for six, $50 for 
18 and $100 for 40. Senior families should 
have received a ticket booklet in the mail. 
To request tickets, email StaggPTO@gmail.
com or bring a check with a note to the Main 
Office	c/o	Stagg	PTO	senior	raffle.

Cupcake Day – March 19 
PTO will host a one-day sale of specialty 
cupcakes by Doughs 
Guys Bakery during 
lunches Tuesday, 
March 19, in the 
Commons. The 
cupcakes, which 
will cost $5 each, 
include	such	flavors	
as cookie dough, red 
velvet, carrot cake, 

Oreo, strawberry, fantasy 
fudge and others.

Students and staff are 
invited to buy the delicious 
goodies. The bakery will 
accept cash, credit cards and debit cards. 
Buy one for yourself and a few to take home 
and share! PTO will receive a percentage of 
sales.

Teacher Luncheon 
PTO and its volunteers will serve a meal to 
staff and teachers during lunch hours on 
Wednesday, April 24. A few volunteers are 
needed between 9:45 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
that day to help set up, serve food and clean 
up. A little help is needed the night before for 
setup and decorating.

All parents are invited to donate fruit, veggie 
trays,	finger	foods	or	sweets.	Students	can	
bring in items that morning to the front desk 
or the teachers lounge. Let’s show staff how 
much we appreciate them! If you would like 
to help plan the event, volunteer that day or 
donate food, e-mail StaggPTO@gmail.com.

PTO  
(Parent Teacher Organization)

March is “Music in Our Schools” Month
Why Music? 
(Thanks to The Music Achievement Council)

I.  Music is a Science.	It	is	exact,	specific,	and	it	demands	exact	acoustics.	A	con-
ductor’s full score is a chart, a graph that indicates frequencies, intensities, volume 
changes, melody, and harmony all at once and with the most exact control of time.

II.  Music is Mathematical. It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into 
fractions, which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper.

III.  Music is a Foreign Language. Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or 
French; and the notation is certainly not English - but a highly developed kind of 
shorthand that used symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is the 
most complete and universal language.

IV.  Music is History.	Music	usually	reflects	the	environment	and	times	of	its	creation,	often	even	the	country	and/or	racial	feeling.

V.  Music is Physical Education.	It	requires	fantastic	coordination	of	fingers,	hands,	arms,	lip,	cheek,	and	facial	muscles	in	addition	to	
extraordinary control of the diaphragmatic, back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and the 
mind interprets

VI.  Music Develops Insight and Demands Research.

VII.  Music is all these things, but most of all, Music is Art.	It	allows	a	human	being	to	take	all	these,	dry	technically	boring,	(but	difficult)	
techniques and use them to create emotion. That is one thing science cannot duplicate; humanism, feeling, emotion, call it what you will.

That is why we teach music:
Not because we expect you to major in music

Not because we expect you to play or sing all your life...
But so you will be human

So you will recognize beauty
So	you	will	be	closer	to	an	infinite	beyond	this	world

So you will have something to cling to
So you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness, more good - in short, more life.
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Students of the Month – February 2019

Congratulations to the following students (pictured below) for receiving the Stagg Student of the Month Award.  
One student is selected from each department for showing their Charger pride.

1st Row: Rihan Ghannam, Mathematics; Paola Vazquez, Family and Consumer Science; Etervina Irizzary, Special 
Services; Cinaiya Huddleston, Social Studies and Eve Cajas, Physical Education

2nd Row: Hasan Daik, World Languages; Andrew Demma, Music; Peter Corasis, Business; Norbert Szmul, English/
EL; Matthew Brzeczek, Applied Technology and Keith Gravaman, Science


