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PROJECT SAVE 
Great job to Project SAVE on “Start with Hello” – this was a huge success!  Students wearing nametags, posting on twitter about new 
relationships, sharing our story with the School Board, and posting a big “HELLO” for the world to see.  The week of August 26 was a great 
week that stressed the importance of human connection. Great job to SAVE President Madison McDonough! 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
The school year is off to a tremendous start and we hope to see the momentum keep going!

October is a great month as we begin to get excited for our first postseason run for our fall sports’ teams.  
We hope to celebrate both teams and individuals who have great success at the IHSA series.  Also, our fall 
fine arts are in full swing and begin to hit the stage!  In October, our theater program kicks off with the first 
production “Clue”, an incredible show based on the popular board game.  Also, our fall choir concert is 
a must-see event.  The month wraps up with the annual Orchesis dance show - a magnificent display of 
dance from ballet to modern to tap.  It is a great show and displays an amazing array of talent!

In October, VJA hosts is third annual PSAT/NMSQT exam for all juniors.  On the 16th, we 
have all juniors take this exam in order to achieve three main objectives.  First, it provides 
all juniors a chance to practice taking the SAT, which research says can make a difference 
on the actual test.  Second, it provides a benchmark score that students, parents, 
and the school can use to help students prepare for the April SAT exam.  Finally, it 
provides opportunities for scholarships and recognition for students.  This year, 
we were honored to have seven students recognized for National Merit Scholar 
status, qualifying them as the top students nationwide.  Those students are Eric 
Armendariz, Girvinn Fernandez, Victoria Grove, Jonathan Carl Laxamana, 
Katelyn Mandru, Eric Schaeflein, and Nicole Wojcik.  Additionally, two 
of these students were named as Semi-Finalists, which is an honor 
bestowed on the Top .5% of students nationally.  Congratulations to 
Victoria Grove and Jonathan Carl Laxamana.  Finally, Eric Armendariz 
and Jack Ballard received additional recognition as National Hispanic Scholar 
recipients based on their performance!  The Class of 2019 did a remarkable job 
this year, and we hope the Class of 2020 can set the bar higher!

Even though the school year has just begun, we start to look toward the 
future as we begin to prepare our Class of 2024 to become T-Bolts.  We 
visit our friends at Grissom, Prairie View, and Central Middle School 
earlier in the month.  Then, on October 30, we host our annual Open 
House for all T-Bolt families to come to campus, see all the academic, 
cocurricular, and support services we offer.  This is an exciting time as we 
establish the groundwork for our next generation.

As always, it is an honor and a privilege to serve as your principal.  If you 
have any suggestions or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
rnolting@d230.org.

Robert Nolting 
Principal

October
 9 Fall Parent University

 11 Picture Re-takes during all  
  Lunch Periods

 14 Columbus Day - No School

 15 Parent/Teacher Conference  
  (no student attendance)

 16 PSAT Testing (Juniors)

November
 2-3 Music Parent Craft Fair,  
  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

 4 Senior Class Picture 

 7 Fall Band Concert, 7:00 PM

 8 Veterans’ Day Luncheon

 9 8th Grade Testing

 12 NHS Induction, 7:00 PM

 27 No School 

 28 Thanksgiving Day - No School 

 29 No School 
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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
On Tuesday, October 15, 2019, Victor J. Andrew High School will host  

Parent/Teacher Conferences from noon until 7:00 p.m.  Conferences are based on 
appointments made in advance.  You can make appointments two ways: 

Parent University
Wednesday, October 9, 2019 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
More information will be messaged 

out prior to the event.

1) Access the on-line appointments:  
conference registration will take place 
through Skyward.  Watch for an email 
to be sent during October for details.  
Online scheduling will open on 
October 8 and will remain open until 
noon on October 14.

2) Call the school at (708) 342-5800  
Be prepared to provide your student’s last 
name and ID number.  We will be available 
to assist via phone calls only on the following 
dates and times:

– Tuesday, October 8, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
– Wednesday, October 9, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Andrew Pride Survey
In High School District 230’s ongoing efforts to assess the effectiveness of its communication 
efforts in order to best serve our community, we appreciate you taking this brief survey. We 
hope you will share your thoughts honestly to assist us in improving communication efforts.

Thank you!
http://bit.ly/AndrewPrideSurvey

Mark your calendar
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PSAT/NMSQT
Calling all juniors!  The college entrance 
testing process is beginning with the PSAT/
NMSQT on Wednesday, October 16.  This 
exam will provide juniors another predictor of 
their SAT score, as well as critical feedback 
on areas to focus on for the April SAT exam.  
Detailed score reports will be available on the 
student College Board accounts for families 
to access.  Scores from this exam will be 
considered for student eligibility with the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  

Career Day
Many high schoolers don’t yet know what 
they want to do, and VJA counselors say 
that’s perfectly fine.  In fact, students are 
likely to change their minds multiple times, 
perhaps even after they enter the workforce.  
On November 7, nearly 100 professionals 
from a variety of different work worlds will 
visit Andrew to speak with our students about 
their specific careers and share their wisdom 
with our current T-Bolts.  Students will sign 
up through Arena Scheduling to attend two 
speakers on this day.

College Application Deadline Approaching

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

All In Attendance

Victor J. Andrew High School’s Guidance 
Department encourages seniors to apply 
to those schools they are interested in by 
November 1.  Transcript requests should 
be completed by October 15 in order to 
meet this deadline.

Several schools have notified us that 
their priority application deadline falls 
between November 1 and December 1.  
Scholarship, or talent grant money, often 
has an early deadline between December 
1 and February 1.

Each college or university handles these 
dates in its own way.  Because there are 

so many different schools with different 
deadlines it is important for each senior 
and their parents to check those schools 
to which they are applying for specific 
deadlines.

Many schools accept applications after 
December 1, so no senior should think 
that they have missed the opportunity 
to apply to college if they send in their 
application after the November 1 date.  
It is important for students and parents 
to continue to communicate with their 
counselor regarding post high school 
plans.

The FAFSA, officially known as the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid, is 
the form that families fill out to apply for 
federal grants, loans, and work-study 
funds for college students. Completing 
and submitting the FAFSA® form is 
free, and it gives students access to the 
largest source of financial aid to pay for 

college or career 
school.  Parents 
and students can 
submit the FAFSA 
on or after October 
1, 2019, for the 2019-20 school year.   
The FAFSA and more information can be 
found at FAFSA.ed.gov.

This year, District 230 is unveiling the new ALL IN Attendance 
initiative.  This program stresses the importance of regular 
attendance and how it connects with student achievement 
and emotional health.  For most students, attending school 
on a regular basis is not a significant issue.  But for some, the 
expectation of attending school on a regular basis can present 
a difficult emotional or behavioral distress, resulting in school 
refusal.  According to the Anxiety and Depression Association 
of America, as many as five in 100 school-age children refuse 
to attend school.  There can be various reasons behind this 
refusal, which adds to the challenge for both parents and their 
kids. 

School refusal can take different forms, from complaints of 
chronic illness, to tears, threats or conflict.  It can become a 
daily battle that’s exhausting, frustrating, and troubling.  The 
condition is driven by an anxiety and isn’t caused by a specific 
phobia or behavior choice.  Often, a child who struggles with 
school refusal is also experiencing social anxiety, separation 
anxiety, or depression.

Consequences of chronic school refusal can include:

● Poor grades
● School dropout
● Future employment challenges
● Delinquent behavior
● Fatigue, sleep problems
● Stomach ache, nausea, abdominal pain
● Diarrhea, irritable bowel
● Moodiness, clinginess, tantrums
● Fear of leaving parents or home
● Isolation, loss of social interactions

School refusal should be viewed as a serious concern by both 
you and your child.  Allowing a child to stay home typically 
results in the problem getting worse, not better.  The longer a 
student avoids school, the harder it becomes to return.  For 
more information on School Refusal and what you can do to 
help your child, please contact the Guidance Office or the 
School Social Workers.
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College & Career Center Early Graduate 
MVCC Field Trip

Snowball Leadership Retreat

Senior year of high school can be one of 
the most important moments in a young 
person’s life. Along with all the excitement, 
however, comes some potential added 
stress.  Deciding on a career/where to apply, 
completing the applications by the deadlines, 
hearing back from schools, etc., are just a 
few aspects of senior year that can bring 
added stressors.  We encourage parents 
(and students!) to monitor and be mindful of 
this stress and to reach out to our staff when 
necessary.

At Andrew High School, we offer many 
services aimed at making this process 
easier and less stressful.  Our counselors 

meet with students individually to discuss 
post-secondary plans and decisions, review 
financial aid award letters, assist with 
miscellaneous document collection, etc. Our 
newly relocated College & Career Center is 
now open all day for students to use and is 
also staffed by Student Success Specialist, 
Cody Dailey, who specializes in career and 
college counseling.  We also plan events 
both for students (through enrichments) and 
for parents (through evening events).  Our 
hope is to both keep you informed on the 
ever-changing post-secondary planning 
processes and to provide clarity and support 
as your student navigates their way through. 

Is your student on course to graduate 
early?  Do they plan to attend Moraine 
Valley Community College to begin 
their college coursework?  Well, you 
are in luck!  

Students who have completed their 
MVCC application are eligible for a 
field trip to the Southwest Educational 
Center to complete their placement 
testing coming up in November.  This 
step is required prior to a student 
choosing classes, and this field trip 
will include an individual meeting with 
MVCC advisors to discuss results, 
answers questions, and provide 
recommendations for students 
regarding their post-secondary path.  

Students interested in this trip should 
speak with their counselor to find out 
more information.

Get excited for OPERATION SNOWBALL!  The Operation Snowball Leadership Retreat will 
take place Nov. 15-17 at Camp Duncan in Ingleside, IL.  Registration packets can be picked 
up in Guidance and must be turned in to the Guidance secretary by Friday, Nov. 1.  For more 
information, visit the Guidance Department website, or see Sarah West, Student Assistance 
Coordinator in Guidance. 

Deans’ Office

As a way to continue to promote the 
academic and social growth of our 
students at Andrew High School, the 
Deans’ Office continues to take an active 
role with the placement of students on 
black days during 2nd period (enrichment/
intervention time).  

2nd period black days provide an 
opportunity for students to receive help 
from classroom teachers, quietly study in 
various locations, or participate in both 
academic and social enrichment activities.  
In order to partake in these activities, 
ALL students must sign up PRIOR to 
8:00 a.m. on the day of the enrichment or 
intervention, and ALL students must report 
to the location where they were assigned.  
Students who fail to sign up BEFORE 
8:00 a.m., or DO NOT show up to the 
accurate location, will be sent to see a 
Dean who will help navigate any difficulties 
students may have when signing up.  
However, students who fail to sign up or 
show up consistently for an enrichment or 
intervention will be subject to additional 
conversations with the Deans. 

 A role of the Deans’ Office is to make 
sure we have an efficient way to track 
the whereabouts of our students during 
school hours.  Students accurately and 
consistently signing up for enrichments 
or interventions through Skyward allows 
for an efficient way to locate students.  
Furthermore, students consistently and 
accurately signing up for enrichments 
or interventions shows their personal 
responsibility, a point of emphasis in 
District 230, that we expect from Andrew 
students.  

As parents, please encourage your sons 
and daughters to access Skyward and 
schedule their enrichment or interventions 
every Monday.  Additionally, parents can 
check their student’s schedules each week 
to see what was signed up for.  

More generally, the ALL IN ATTENDANCE 
initiative requires close monitoring of 
student attendance while in school as 
well.  Students should always scan or sign 
in to any location they go outside of their 
normal class schedule.  

Student Responsibilities - 2nd Period Black Days Nurse’s Office

Orland Township will 
be offering flu shots to 

residents from  
October 9 – November 13    

Residents 3 years of age and older 
will pay $40.00.  Flu shots are free for 
children 6 months to 18 years of age 
who do not have vaccine insurance 
coverage, or who are Medicaid 
(Title 19) eligible, Native American 
or Alaskan Native.  Vaccines will be 
given on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Several 
weekend dates are available. 

No appointment  
is necessary.   

Please call 403-4222 or visit 
www.orlandtwp.org  

for further information.
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UNDERCLASS RECOGNITION

Congratulations to the students listed below who 
were recognized in September for their prior year(s) 
accomplishments, including any or all of the following:  
Top 20%, Service Learning (seniors 75 hours or more, 
juniors 50 hours or more, sophomores 25 hours or 
more), Perfect Attendance, Peer Communications 
Tutor, Center Tutor, and AP Scholar.  T-Bolt strong!.

Class of 2020
Leith Abdeljaber, Bethany Abrams, Kylie Adams, Megan Allers, Emily 
Allison, Eric Armendariz, Jack Ballard, Matthew Baltazar, Alyssa 
Barragan, Cristal Bazile, John Beitia, Matthew Bellario, John Bickel, 
Julia Bockstahler, Dillon Borne, Leah Boss, Bridget Brogan, Vincent 
Bueno, Ella Bullard, Thomas Bullaro, Tara Burke, Thomas Burnette, 
Kyle Butler, Alexander Buttala, Keziah Byju, Samantha Calderon, 
Tyler Callham, Christopher Camacho, Jourdan Campbell, Samuel 
Casey, Katie Cavarretta, Allison Cerullo, Joseph Emmanuel Chan, 
Charles Andrei Chavez, Olivia Cistaro, Giovanni Cistaro, Jordan 
Cortez, Anthony Cosenza, Samantha Craig, George Daly, Nicole 
Damian, Lily Darman, Joseph DeHaan, Sofia Desantis, Madison 
Devine, Connor Devine, Diya Dileep, Shannon Doran, Amanda 
Dreher, Spyridon Drikos, Alyssa Duda, James Duffy, Kayla Elias, 
Christina Eliopulos, Jamal Elmosa, Jacob Evens, James Farrelly, 
Nolan Fasel, Girvinn Fernandez, Wieslaw Findura, Matthew Ford, 
Amanda Fox, Allison Frale, Madeline Frale, Alyssa Frankenfield, 
Matthew Garcia, Ashley Gardner, Grace Gelfo, Nicholas George, 
Bryan Gerk, Dahabieh Ghusain, Emily Godsey, Alexander Goodrich, 
Katherine Grogan, Victoria Grove, Faris Haddad, Mohammed Hamad, 
Ronnie Hamad, Zaid Hammad, Tatum Hammerschmidt, Hayat 
Hamoudah, Ismail Hassan, Peter Heinz, Sydney Hellmann, Keri 
Herman, Cara Hickey, Jace Hill, Brett Hogan, Christopher Ignatowicz, 
Mariam Isa, Allison Ivers, Victoria Iwema, Michael Jones, Jenna 
Kanan, Christopher Kanofsky, Connor Keating, Keagan Kermer, 
Dana Khatib, Allison Klingen, Nicole Koppers, Kyle Kras, David 
Laird, Isabella Lapera, Jonathan Carl Laxamana, Phap Le, Emily 
Leistra, Ella Lemonier, Grace Lenderink, Anthony Lenza, Joshua 
Litao, Daniel Loconte, Armani Lopez, Kayla Lucas, Kaeli Maas, Marti 
Maday, Katelyn Mandru, Mina Mansour, Leo Manta, Maria Manta, 
Mackenzie Martin, Eduardo Martinez, Ian McGonigal, Liam McHale, 
John Meskill, Claudia Mietus, Philip Mikrut, Matthew Milewski, 
Danielle Miller, Madeline Monahan, Brady Moore, Seth Myers, 
William Nagel, Gabrielle Nega, Noah O’Connor, David Odubunmi, 
Abby Olalde-Welling, Vincent Oldenstedt, Grace Oleary, Deserae 
Orozco, Alyssa Oszal, Madyson Palenik-Holstein, Janelle Paras, 
Greta Pauplys, Nicholas Persha, Ethan Procajlo, Madison Pytka, 
Logan Radgowski, Michael Reiter, Alexander Renn, Hailey Richmond, 
Cecilia Rico, Anthony Rihani, Gerardo Rodriguez, Alexander Rohrer, 
Renee Ruchala, Kyra Rushing, Austin Russell, Kitzia Ruvalcaba, 
Daniah Salameh, Haneen Salameh, Michelle Sanchez, Erte Sargut 
Diaz, Amany Sarsour, Alyssa Schaeflein, Eric Schaeflein, Pete 
Schultz, Saverio Scumaci, Macy Sherwood, George Sikorski, Abigail 
Skarbek, Elizabeth Sopczak, Samantha Spalla, Cassandra Stupay, 
Timothy John Subang, Michael Sullivan, Rami Sweis, Zoe Swick, 
Adrian Swiech, Michal Szczepaniak, Luigi Arthur Taupo, Kevin Tesher, 
Heather Thielmann, Chloe Thill, Kaitlin Tholl, Andrew Thomas, 
Erin Tinerella, Emiyah Twietmeyer, Johnathan Ugo, Jordan Vela, 
Christopher Villalobos, Neil Ivan Visperas, Matthew Wagonblott, 
Brook Wang,Nicole Wojcik, Gia Yetter, Erik Zawada, and Morgan 
Zornow.

Class of 2021
Karlmandy Abanis, Anwar Abdallah, Jenna Abdallah, Lama 
Abdelhamid, Huda Abedelal, Kevin Aguilar, Dania Ahmad, Hadiah 
Alam, Malik Aldabbagh, Mohammad Alqam, Hebah Alshaikh, 
Christopher Angel, Michael Arrigo, Rianne Atieh, Peter Baggio, Ella 
Bailitz, Allison Barker, Carson Benigno, Brooke Bierovic, Michael 
Bobber, Aidan Bressanelli, Jonathan Buryj, Kaylee Butler, Anthony 
Castillo, Mia Ceniti, Karlie Cialdella, Marco Contreras, Alyssa 
Cozzolino, Ashley Cozzolino, Sean Cuba, Emaly Culich, Nicholas 
Cunico, Jenine Daineh, Franklin Daviau, Karlee Dekerf, Mitchell 
Delaleurs, Luke Devereux, Elliana Devriendt, Alexander Drewry, 
Julia Dring, Agatha Droszcz, Nicholas Drucker, Nathan Eassa, Kurt 
Lewis Falcatan, Declan Farley, Jona Ferra, Beata Findura, Meredith 
Flaherty, Daniel Freire, Daniel Garcia, Matthew Garcia, Erin George, 
Christian Gerk, Allie Gerstenkorn, Jacob Gibbons, Yusef Golzar, 
Julia Gomez, Michael Granata, Marissa Guzzy, Samuel Haddad, 
Leith Hamad, Nathan Haynie, Emme Hemmerich, Dario Hernandez, 
Hannah Heroldt, Ann Hickman, Savanna Hoban, Neveen Husein, 
Alexis Insley, Lara Ismail, Ashley Jacob, Carolina Jimenez, Hannah 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Laila Jumah, Hannah Tabitha Juvida, 
Peter Kakaletris, Leah Kassis, Saja Khalil, Abigail Kiaupa, Alexander 
Kick, Robert Knoerr, Abigail Koloze-Morgado, Samantha Kowalski, 

The mc’s for our Underclass Recognition events were our Student 
Council President, Marti Maday, and our Senior Class President, 
Claire Scheulin.
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Michael Kruszewski, Julian Kuspa, Amaya Lacey, Elias Lachonce, 
Collin Landers, Nathaniel Lauck, Ella Lim, Amy Maciejewski, Mac 
Maciulewicz, Alyssa Magsombol, Daniel Manijak, Michael Mannion, 
Christian Manzano, Mallory Martin, Nathan Mattix, Ayden Maza, 
Molly McCarthy, Ava McGrath, James McSheffery, Hannah Melka, 
Razelilieann Mendoza, Kayla Michau, Olivia Mikula, Laurel Miskovic, 
Torey Mondragon, Bryce More, Makayla More, Joshua Morris, Nolan 
Nieukirk, Claire O’Connell, Omoye Osaremwinda, Muhammad 
Othman, Giana Pacewic, Gianna Palumbo, Anthony Pappas, David 
Pastrana, Siddhi Patel, Ashley Peters, Brishnah Rauf, Amy Rediger, 
Mary Reilly, Thomas Rendon, Marissa Richards, Natalie Richards, 
Jason Richmond, Mateo Rodriguez, Janelle Rulla, Alyssa Rygula, 
Shadin Saadeh, Shahd Safi, Adam Salem, Casey Sawyers, Gracelyn 
Schoenbein, Ava Schuldt, Emmily Scumaci, Christina Sedorook, Kate 
Seery, Natasha Semanate, Isabell Shervino, Nathan Shin, Emma 
Siegel, Nicol Skowyra, Kristina Smolinskas, Luke Snedden, Angelika 
Sojka, Carlene Sonnefeldt, Gaetano Spalla, Evan Standish, Evan 
Stanton, Audrey Staudacher, Brianna Steele, Victoria Stratton, Joshua 
Subang, Hayley Subka, Mckella Susralski, Caroline Szkarlat, Jake 
Tanquilut, Huda Tarawneh, Trevor Taylor, Jakob Tkach, Nicholas 
Tobin, Samantha Urban, Shannon Volk, Kaylin Volling, Kaitlyn Wall, 
Alyssa Watkins, Amanda Welch, Danya Yasin, Dana Yasin, Kylie 
Yerkes, Anthony Young, Althena Yu, and Isaac Zumpano.

Class of 2022
Maan Abdelhamid, Jenna Abed, Feda Abedqader, Jaice Abraham, 
Johnathan Abraham, Ruben Abraham, Grace Abramic, Marissa 
Adams, Giana Aiello, Elyana Aldabbagh, Kenneth Alexander, 
Stephanie Anne Alkonga, Sunein Allan, Carmel Alonso, Mrwa Alsalahi, 
Elaine Andrews, Austin Aron, Brina Arvanetes, Sophia Ashour, Ahmad 
Ata, Ameera Atieh, Rebecca Babjak, Ryan Baier, Benjamin Bailey, 
Anthony Balderas, Holly Barrett, Haley Bissell, Julia Boss, Mackenzie 
Callahan, Katelyn Campbell, Dominic Cannonito, Daisy Carrillo, 
Jason Cialdella, Colleen Cleary, Ella Coleman, Lauren Cortez, Leah 

Crotty, Allie Dandrea, Hanin Darawad, Jack Day, Katherine DeHaan, 
Anna Dennis, Gavin Diehl, Michael Donahue, Nadia Dweik, Brian 
Dykstra, Ryan Elliott, Ryan Elmosa, Marjana Elsholi, Anina Falco, 
Hanne Forster, Marissa Fortier, Bridget Gaik, Michael George, Daniel 
Gill, Philip Godette, Katherine Gomez, Krystle Gomez, Maxima 
Gomez-Palmer, Steven Granat, Carl Guzzy, Rebecca Hallman, Jineen 
Hamad, Ayah Hamdan, Jenan Hammoudeh, Camden Harvey, Noelle 
Hasan, Austin Hepp, Nathaniel Howell, Hunter Howell, Jalal Ibrahim, 
Maria Johnson, Josephine Jones, Niveditha Jose, Nicholas Jreisat, 
Layan Juma, Rachael Juwayyid, Rianna Keating, Katheryn Kramek, 
Ruby Kranzer, Kolin Kras, Adelynn Kreydich, Chloe Krueger, Grayson 
Krupinski, Lubna Kurdi, Jessica Laird, Elijah Laws, Alexander Le, 
Isabella Lemus, Jamie Li, Hannah Lipski, John Maas, Andrea Maju, 
Rebecca Mammarappallil, Mia Maro, Hannah Martinez, Robert 
Martinez, Isabella Martino, Patryk Marusarz, Rose Mathew, Jacob 
Maus, Trinity Maze, Morgan McDonough, Emma McGuirk, Kiara 
Melberg, Vito Melia, Seane Melocoton, Ayaan Mirza, Uchenna 
Mochu, Karim Mohamed, Bhaarat Mohanta, Michaela Moir, Alayna 
Morrill, Joseph Morris, Liam Mulcahy, Ava Murray, Nicolas Muszynski, 
Ethan Myers, Peyton Nelson, Emilio Nieto, Morgan O’Malley, Aleena 
Oommen, Marissa Opferman, Osasu Osaro-Alohan, Osazee Osaro-
Alohan, Connor Owsianiak, Anthony Papadatos, Jacob Parke, 
Nicholas Pelini, Olivia Penoyer, Donald Pinkston, Fearn Allyson 
Ponteres, Lia Prassas, Kacper Resil, Joseph Ritchie, Alexis Roberts, 
Jackson Roberts, Alyssa Rohe, Brooke Rohead, Samuel Ruchala, 
Lucas Ruhe, Cristopher Ruiz, Angelina Salaita, Jannah Salameh, 
Joseph Saloma, Daniel Sanchez, Leily Sanchez, Drew Schissler, 
Cyril Silario, Gillian Smith, Hannah Smith, Owen Smyth, Elizabeth 
Stakenas, Grace Sternes, Abigail Stryszak, Alexandra Sullivan, 
Joseph Sweis, Makayla Tarasiewicz, Sarah Tesher, Benjamin Tobin, 
Sophia Tseng, Brooke Udaykee, Lindsey Uhlean, Aeryn Vaccarello, 
Lauren Vanderberg, Abigail Vanengen, Emmanuel Villalobos, Ricky 
Vosler, Steven Wagner, Gabriela Walsh, Anneliese Walzel, Grace 
Warszalek, Katherine Watzke, Mikayla Wetmore, Henry Witek, and 
Charles Zufan.
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FACS DEPARTMENT
Andrew’s Proactive Approach to the Upcoming Teacher Shortage
Andrew High School’s Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) 
Department is one step ahead of the anticipated nationwide teacher 
shortage on the horizon.  This year Andrew started a new club 
called the Future Teachers of America, and is partnering up with 
Illinois State University (ISU) to tackle this alarming issue head-on.  
Senior students enrolled in the club will be taking a field trip to ISU 
on October 18 to attend an Educator Professional Development 
Conference with different breakout sessions tailored to students’ 
interests in the educational field.  In addition, a representative from 
Golden Apple Scholarship will be visiting on October 3 to talk to 
students about the financial assistance available to its scholarship 
winners during T-Bolt time.  

There are also many opportunities for students to explore the world 
of education throughout the school day at Andrew.  Students enrolled 
in the Early Childhood Education and Child Development classes 
work 2-3 days a week with children from the local community through 
Andrew’s preschool program.  Andrew students incorporate circle 
time, letter of the week, games, gross motor, songs, music, math, 
science, social studies, and arts and crafts into their curriculum 

while simultaneously observing the physical, social, emotional, and 
intellectual development of the preschoolers.  This is an amazing 
opportunity to see if they are interested in a career working with 
children after high school.

In only its second year as an offered extracurricular activity, Andrew’s 
Childcare Club now has over 100 student members.  This club allows 
the preschool program to extend its hours to after school, and allows 
high school students the chance to work 1 on 1 with the preschool 
children.  When not directly interacting with the preschoolers, the 
Childcare Club stays busy creating spirit wear, fundraising, and 
volunteering.  

By offering Andrew High School students a plethora of ways to 
experience and learn about a career in education, the FACS 
department is confident they will start seeing a dramatic increase 
in students pursuing 
educational 
postsecondary 
degrees.  
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FROM OUR MATH / BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

Executive Functioning Freshmen Initiative

D230 WORKS:  
Customized Career Connections

Come visit the 
CollabLab

As a high school, we are always looking 
for ways to help our students succeed 
academically.  Many times, we focus on the 
curriculum, or instructional strategies, to 
help find ways to have students achieve at 
a great rate.  After reading different brain-
based research, it reinforced our belief that 
sometimes students struggle academically, 
not only because of academic deficits, but 
also because they don’t “do” school well.  
This led us to learn more about Executive 
Functions and how it impacts our students.  
Executive Functions are cognitive processes 
that allow people to plan, organize, make 
decisions, pay attention, and regulate 
behavior.  All of us use Executive Function 
skills to solve problems and evaluate the 
decisions we make.  Research suggests that 
Executive Function skills are essential for 
students to succeed in school, and adults to 
succeed in later life.  

After more research, we decided to partner 
with the Rush Neurobehavioral Center 
(RNC).  RNC is a well-respected unit of 

Rush University Medical Center.  The two 
trainers from RNC worked with 29 Andrew 
High School staff members over the 
summer.  Those 29 staff members were able 
to learn how the teenage brain develops 
and what we, as a school, can do to help 
students overcome some of their Executive 
Functions deficits.  That group of teachers 
then developed the “5 in 5” philosophy.  
These 5 things in 5 minutes focused on 
students focusing their attention, having the 
appropriate materials, and putting a plan 
together to record and complete their work.  
All freshmen were given color coded folders 
to use in their core classes.  The students 
were told how to best use the folder, and will 
periodically work with the teacher to make 
sure only the necessary materials are in 
the folder.  Each student was also given a 
planner to record their work each day.  The 
teachers will give time in class each day 
to instruct the students to write down their 
homework from class.  If they don’t have 
homework, they were instructed to write 

“N/H” in the planner.  Having those 29 staff 
members agree is great, but for this to be 
successful we needed all teachers who teach 
freshmen to be on board.  At another point in 
the summer, those leaders met with the rest 
of the freshmen teachers from their discipline 
to review the concepts. They all agreed that 
they were important and stated they would 
give time each day to work on them with the 
students.  Our plan is that as the students 
hear these same principles each class period 
each day that they learn this is what you 
need to do to be successful.  

As we encourage our students to follow these 
practices, we are also encouraging families to 
talk about these practices with their students 
at home.  Please take some time to talk 
about the use of the planner and folder with 
your children at home.  Together, we can help 
your child develop positive helpful executive 
functions. 

District 230 is piloting its new program, 
D230 Works, this year at Andrew, 
Sandburg, and Stagg.  Students 
will have the opportunity to spend 
time exploring their post-secondary 
passions in the form of job shadows 
and micro-internships during the school 
day.  During a job shadow, students will 
spend time following a professional in 
their intended line of work to give them 
a sense of what the job is really like.  
Students may also have the opportunity 
to partake in a micro-internship, where 
they execute a short-term assignment 
or project for the employer.

District 230 is excited about this new initiative, as it will give students invaluable career 
perspective while still in high school.  This experience can help steer students towards 
(or even away from) specific career choices, as well as help them focus their training.  
Additionally, D230 Works will help foster networks and connections, not only with students 
and employers, but also with District 230 and its community. 

Students are looking forward to this new opportunity as well.  They believe it will enable 
them to start planning for their future at an earlier age, and get hands-on experiences 
within their chosen career field.  After observing and working with professionals, they will 
be able to determine if their skill sets match that of their career field of interest. 

Victor J. Andrew’s room 121C has gotten quite 
the facelift this year.  Formally a meeting room 
equipped with table and chairs, this newly 
named “CollabLab” has transformed into a well-
designed MakerSpace for students to utilize 
throughout the school day.  

The CollabLab works as a place where students 
can gather to create, invent, and explore, using 
a variety of tools and materials.  At Andrew, 
students will have full access to two 3D printers, 
a laser engraving machine, video editing 
software, greenscreen, Clevertouch interactive 
whiteboard, and 3D pens.  With this high-tech 
equipment and an imagination, students are 
free to design, build, and create all sorts of 
different things. 

During 8th hour, Mrs. Wojcik’s Entrepreneurship 
class meets for class in the CollabLab.  They 
sit as teams at the tables and use the flat 
screen TVs to project their Chromebook to their 
classmates as they present and/or collaborate.  
This MakerSpace is the ideal location for this 
Business class, as students have innovation at 
their fingertips, and are inspired to go out and 
create something new.
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Andrew Athletics Update
It is hard to believe that we are already 
entering the final month of the fall 
season.  With the turning of the leaves, the 
temperatures dropping, open gyms, and 
pre-season conditioning for the winter sports 
starting, we realize that it is time for the IHSA 
State Series to begin.  We would also like 
to take an opportunity to remind interested 
winter athletes to please make sure you are 
registered in 8to18 for the programs you intend 
to come out/tryout for.  All athletes must have 
an active physical on file with the athletic office 
and be registered in 8to18 to tryout.  Any 
questions please see the athletic office.

The Girls’ Volleyball program started their 
season on a high note with a record of 4-0.  
Additionally, they performed well at the Mother 
McAuley tournament earlier in September.  
The girls are highly motivated to win and have 
a very strong presence on the court.  The girls 
are looking forward to a successful season and 
would love to see you at our next home game!

The T-Bolts Boys’ Golf team has been off 
to a good start, so far, beating Bremen, 
Bolingbrook, Richards, Chicago Christian, 
and Stagg.  Seniors Billy Nagel and Jordan 
Vela have been leading the way for the 
Thunderbolts scoring for the team so far in 
every dual match they have played in.  The 
Bolts are working hard to hone their skills 
for a strong finish at the SWSC conference 
tournament and the IHSA Regional tournament 
coming up soon.

The Girls’ Golf Team had record numbers this 
year with 25 girls coming out to be a part of 
Golf Squad! The Varsity team currently sits 
at 6-2 and competed in 2 large invitationals.  
Senior standout Julia Bockstahler is on pace 
to break many of the schools scoring records.  
She took a top 10 finish in our first invite, and 
tied for a top 5 finish in our second invite.  The 
varsity squad is comprised mostly of seniors 

(Shannon Doran, Emily Spain, Allison Ivers, 
Isabella Lapera, and Samantha Spalla) who 
have done an amazing job of showing some of 
our new golfers the ins and outs of golf.  There 
are high hopes around the team, and many 
of our seniors plan to play next year at the 
collegiate level. 

October is officially Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, and while this year’s Lady T-Bolts 
tennis schedule maker placed the Annual 
Breast Cancer Awareness match between 
Andrew and Sandburg on September 10, it 
allowed the teams to display their message 
“ Love Courage Strength” for most of 
September, as well for all of October.  The Pink 
will be on full display as the Varsity compete 
in the SWSC Red Conference tournament 
at Lincoln Way West, and the JV at Stagg 
October 10 and 12.  The Varsity team has 
been placed in the Lincoln Way West Sectional 
also, to be played October 18 and 19, where 
they will compete for State berths played on 
October 24 - 26. 

The Girls’ Swim/Dive season is off to a great 
start and the girls are swimming well.  We had 
a busy September and are preparing for a busy 
October.  We will be hosting our Varsity Invite 
on October 11-12 and our senior night will be 
October 16 vs University of Chicago.  The girls 
are also preparing for the SWSC conference 
meet at the end of the month.

The Girls’ Cross-Country team continues to 
run personal bests each meet.  Led by team 
captain Isabelle Vacarro, the team keeps 
moving up the ranks at each invitational.  After 
finishing September’ s schedule on a positive 
note, October looks to be even better.  As the 
season continues to progress, we are looking 
forward to the post season challenges in 
November.

The Boys’ Cross-Country season is off to 

a very good start.  At the Plainfield Central 
Invitational, the boys had 6 individual medal 
winners highlighted by the 9th place finish 
of Jack Ballard.  In our first two races of the 
season, the boys have competed very well, 
and turned in many personal bests!!!  

The Boys’ Soccer program has forged its way 
through their pre-season, tryouts, and early 
season practices.  They have begun playing 
games and look to build on their progress.  The 
freshmen and JV squads have accumulated 
some quality wins while playing a tough 
schedule.  The varsity was able to find some 
success in their early season tournament 
hosted by Reavis.  Among the 32 teams in 
the tournament, the T-Bolts finished near the 
middle of the pack.  They then turned their 
focus next to the PepsiCo Showdown, the 
largest high school soccer tournament in the 
country.  After their week in the PepsiCo, 
seeing some great improvement, the T-Bolts 
will begin to play some of their SWSC friends 
and prepare for the SWSC Red and the 
Playoffs. 

The Andrew Football Program is proud of their 
hard-fought games throughout September and 
looking forward to several more wins on our 
way to the playoffs.  Our numbers within the 
program are higher than they have been in 5 
years.  Together, everyone’s personal goals, 
attitudes, and efforts are focused on one thing: 
winning a championship.  We are fired up! 
TBOLT. FAMILY. FINISH!

Although they have no IHSA competition 
in the fall, both the poms and cheerleading 
programs are wrapping up their fall season and 
are looking for big things come winter!  Both 
programs are tirelessly working to sharpen 
their performances in preparation for the winter 
competitive season that kicks off at the end of 
this month.  Come out and support the Dance 
program this winter at their November 16 
Invite and our Cheer Winter Storm Invite on 
Saturday, December 21.

Finally, as we always ask, please consider 
being a member of our Athletic Booster Club.  
Their hard work and commitment to our 
athletes helps us every year in purchasing new 
uniforms, supplies, and equipment, totaling 
more than $50,000 annually.  We cannot say 
enough how much we appreciate all the hours 
they volunteer for our kids.  We ask all our 
athletics parents to please be a paid member 
of our organization.  Every dollar raised goes 
right back to our programs.  We look forward to 
seeing you at our next home competition.  Go 
T-Bolts!  Best of luck to our winter programs as 
they compete in post-season play this month!  
Follow our Boosters, as well as any of our 
athletic programs on twitter!
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MUSIC BOOSTERS

T.P.P.O. (Thunder Pride Parent Organization)

The VJA Marching Thunderbolts kicked off 
the 2019 marching season with a great run 
at The Lake Park Lancer Joust.  The band 
placed 1st in their class (2A) and won caption 
awards for Best Music, Best Percussion, 
Best Visual and Best General Effect.  It was 
an awesome start to the season and we 
cannot wait to see the season ahead.   

Prior to the first official competition, the 
band performed their show for the parents 
and community.  It was a fantastic evening 
and the students were excited to see many 
Thunderbolt Alumni in the stands to cheer 
on their friends.  The band will have another 
Community Show here at VJA on Saturday, 
October 12.  The band also had their first 
home football game of the season and were 
excited to participate in the “Friday Night 
Lights” theme for the evening by wearing 
their T-Bolt America Spirit wear.  You will 
be able to catch the band at all of the home 
football games this season so come on out 
and cheer them on.

September 14, the Music Parents hosted the 
5th annual Marching Band Invitational.  It was 
a fantastic day of performances from 23 local 
high school marching bands, and finished 
off with our own Marching Thunderbolts in 
exhibition performance.  It was a smashing 

success and we 
want to thank all of 
the awesome VJA 
Music Parents 
and VJA students 
who volunteered.  
This event is only 
the success that 
it is because of 
the dedication of 

the VJA community of parents, students, and 
school personnel.  You can check out the 
results of the event on our VJA Invitational 
Facebook page.

The band continued their fall season with 
performances at the Naperville Marching 
Classic and the Prospect Knight of 
Champions events, leading up to their 
performance at the Illinois State University 
Marching Band Championships on Saturday, 
October 19, and their final performance of 
the season at the Bands of America Super 
Regional held in Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis.  

The VJA Music Parent Association will 
host their annual Fall Music Parent Craft 
Show on Saturday, November 2, and 
Sunday, November 3.  This event features 
many unique crafters and is the perfect 
place to pick up some wonderful gifts for 
the upcoming holiday.  Your attendance 
helps support all the music programs at 
VJA, so come on out and support your 
Thunderbolt musicians.  Do not forget to 
mark your calendars for the many musical 
performances coming later this fall, including 
the Fall Choral Concert on October 3, the Fall 
Instrumental Concert on November 7, and 
the Holiday Prism Concert on December 12.  

Please consider attending the Andrew Music 
Parent meetings to keep up to date about 
all the news from the Music Department.  
Future meetings for this semester include 
Wednesday, October 23, and Wednesday, 
November 30.  Meetings will be held at 7:30 
p.m. in the Choir Room. 

Thank you and Eyes with Pride!!

The TPPO will be having two Raffles at the 8th Grade 
Open House on Wednesday, October 30, 2019,  
from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

One raffle will be an EEEkit Backpack with an Andrew Logo 
and USB Charging Port, that is both Water Resistant and  
Anti-Theft.  The second raffle will be Andrew Spiritwear.  

Flyers will be sent to Middle Schools and posted  
on our FB page at:   
https://www.facebook.com/AndrewHighSchoolTPPO/.   
The cost for the tickets will be one for $3.00 or two for $5.00.  

Our next meeting will be Monday, October 7, from 7:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  We will be discussing our Snack Packs 
for upcoming Exams.  Any questions, please contact Tracie 
Zaghloul at: traciezaghloul@gmail.com.

Plan to attend our monthly Athletic Booster 
Club meeting.  All members are invited.   
It is also a great way to become involved.  
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, October 16, 
at 7:00 p.m. in Room 220.  Please note this 
is the third Wednesday this month because 
of scheduling conflict.  All Fall Team Reps 
are expected to attend.  All interested in 
learning more about what the Booster Club 
is all about are welcome to attend!

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 
FUNDRAISERS

Join Us...Wednesday, October 23 
At GATTOS RESTAURANT

All Locations—Lunch or Dinner—Dine-In or 
Carry-Out.  Just mention Andrew Athletic 
Booster Club when paying your bill.

Please download the Benefits Mobile 
App.  Pick VJA Athletic Boosters and 
donate a portion to the Booster Club

WANTED:  New Directors for Prom 
Dress Resale!  We are currently looking 
for a couple of directors to organize a 
prom dress resale in the winter.  We also 
welcome any volunteers for our remaining 
home football games on October 11 
and October 18.  Please contact Lesley 
Magnabosco at lesmag@att.net if you are 
interested.

Spirit Wear:  We have decals available 
for all sports.  If you need any spirit wear 
items, please contact Traycee Consenza at 
trayceeg714@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all the parents who 
volunteered to help with the home football 
concession stand! 

Any questions or feedback, contact 
Lesley Magnabosco at lesmag@att.net.

Athletic Booster Club website:   
www.andrewathleticboosters.org

The Andrew Athletic Booster Club 
is only successful because of our 
volunteers.

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
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In September, our Administration welcomed 23 new T-Bolts that started at VJA after the first official day of school.  
They had the opportunity to enjoy breakfast together and find out more about the many opportunities we have here 
at VJA.

Welcome


